Psychology 342, Fall 2005   Paper Assignment
Official Due Date: Nov 21.  I will accept papers until Nov 30 
For this assignment, you will watch a movie and comment on instances in which theories of social cognition are used.

Choose one of the three films listed below.  The first movie is on reserve at Wilson Library; all should be easy to find at local video stores.

1. Fargo (Directed by Joel & Ethan Cohen, 1996, rated R)  

· Crime and stupidity with a Minnesota accent.  Won Oscar for best original screenplay.  You Betcha!

2. Say Anything (Directed by Cameron Crowe, 1989, rated PG-13)

· Noble underachiever woos valedictorian with kick boxing and Peter Gabriel
3. Crash (Directed by Paul Haggis, 2004, rated R) 

· Racial tensions come to a head as stories weave together around a series of accidents  

View the film you choose at least once (it will help to watch it more than once).  As you watch, take note of instances in which principles of social cognition are apparent.  Anything we’ve discussed in class or in the book is fair game.  Notice if the characters appear to be engaging in heuristic thinking, making judgments influenced by mood or goals, stereotyping or being stereotyped by others, etc.  

Your task is to write a paper discussing the way that social cognition is apparent in the movie.  You should discuss THREE different instances in which different social cognitive principles come into play.  Describe at least two distinct social cognitive principles (e.g., don’t describe 3 examples of heuristic processing).  For each instance you choose:

a) Briefly describe the relevant scene (you may assume that I have already seen the film).   A “scene” may be a small as one interaction or a larger pattern of events that occur through the movie. 

b) Describe in detail the social cognitive principle that is relevant in the scene.  Define the principle you are describing and describe and cite and describe at least one relevant study regarding the principle.  

c) Describe how the scene conforms to or fails to conform to the principle you have identified.  Describe how the scene is similar to or different from research you are familiar with regarding the principle you are describing.  

Your paper should discuss each of the three principles separately, but there should be smooth transitions between the sections.  Your analysis should include a brief introduction to orient the reader and a brief discussion to tie things together.  The paper should be clear and succinct, between 4-6 pages (double spaced).   The paper does not need to be in APA format, but references should be in APA format.  You should at least cite your textbook as a secondary source, but if you want a really good grade you should cite at least one original source.  The paper should have a title but it doesn’t need to be on a separate page.  

Do not put your name on the paper.  Just put your student ID number on the top page.   I am willing to look at a draft of the paper if you give it to me by Nov 21st.  (This will sacrifice your anonymity, but it may be worth it to have some feedback.)   

